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7.62 x 51 mm
155 gr TSWG 
Hornady OTM

at 2850 f/s

7.62 x 39 mm
120.5 gr M43 PS FMJ

(steel core)
at 2340 f/s

7.62 x 51 mm
165 gr ATK Tactical

(barrier blind)
at 2675 f/s

7.62 x 39 mm
123 gr M67 FMJ

(lead core)
at 2300 f/s
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The most expeditious solution to improve terminal
performance for current 5.56 mm carbines is to abandon
M855 and adopt a consistent performing “Barrier Blind”
combat load specifically designed for carbine use as the
standard issue U.S. military 5.56 mm ammunition.

The ideal answer to upgrade current weapons and the
clear choice for any new assault rifle is to adopt an
intermediate caliber like the 6.8 mm, as this has proven to
be the most efficient & effective choice in weapons with
barrels 16” and shorter.

The final alternative is to field an improved 7.62 mm
based system although for this to be of benefit,
ammunition with performance dramatically superior to
M80 ball, such as the TSWG 155 gr OTM or preferably, a
new barrier blind load, needs to be standard issue.

NOTE:  Current M995/M993 AP availability is too limited, especially for rifle and
carbine use.  It is critical to ensure that effective AP ammo is readily available on
stripper clips for use in carbines & rifles, for ALL personnel potentially engaging in

combat, just like GI’s had available for their M1 Garands and BAR’s in WWII.
Abundant AP ammo availability may prove critical in potential future conflicts

against modern, well equipped opponents wearing advanced body armor.

How Can the U.S. Military Field More Effective Ammunition?

5.56 mm 62 gr M855

5.56 mm 77 gr TOTM

6.8 mm 115 gr OTM

7.62 x 51 mm 155 gr OTM



More than 100 years later, it may be time for Congress and the President to re-evaluate the
outmoded and archaic 1899 Hague Convention's prohibition against routine combat use of the
standard deforming ammunition commonly used by LE personnel.  The Hague Convention’s

guidelines are no longer relevant for today’s urban battlefield with its close intermixing of innocent
civilians and irregular combatants.

The U.S. is not a party to the 1899 Hague treaty, but has complied with it in international armed
conflict; as a result, the majority of U.S. military personnel are limited to using FMJ ammunition in
combat.  It is patently ludicrous to conclude that incapacitating dangerous opponents in combat

while using the same deforming bullets legally relied on daily by LE agencies is somehow
inhumane and unlawful, while wounding or killing the same enemy using much more powerful

destructive ordnance such as grenades, mines, mortars, artillery, rockets, bombs, CBU’s, FAE’s,
and thermobarics is approved and condoned.  This is neither logical nor just and in fact does

nothing to limit the severity of battlefield casualties.

In many respects, the use of deforming LE type ammunition during modern combat is far more
humane, as accurate and effective ammunition reduces the need for multiple shots--decreasing the

chance of shots missing the intended opponent and striking innocent civilians.  Deforming
projectiles also mitigate the potential of innocent bystanders getting hit by bullets which first

perforate the target  They may also reduce the number of times a dangerous opponent must be
shot, potentially limiting the amount of surgical intervention needed to control hemorrhage.

It is time to move beyond the illogical prohibitions regarding modern deforming small arms
projectiles in the antiquated 1899 Hague Convention and authorize all U.S. military personnel to

routinely field the same deforming ammunition used daily by American LE officers, as it has
consistently proven to be efficacious in rapidly stopping hostile actions by violent opponents and

highly effective at protecting both friendly forces and innocent civilians.




